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Is homeschooling legal in South Africa?

Homeschooling is legal in South Africa, and as a parent, whether a South
African national or visiting expatriate, you are able to choose a curriculum
that suits your child’s educational needs, provided it meets the minimum
requirements outlined in the SA Curriculum and Assessment Policy
Statement (CAPS).

How to start homeschooling in South Africa

Many South African parents start their homeschooling journey by registering
with the Pestalozzi Trust. The Pestalozzi trust is a non-profit organisation that
supports parents and provides legal protection when parents face difficulties
with local authorities regarding homeschooling. 

Once registered, give the school your children are currently attending notice.
Ensure that you receive a formal report card of the completed grade from
the school. This will facilitate the transition to a homeschooling curriculum. 

Prepare for homeschooling by creating the appropriate learning
environment for your child and gather the necessary materials such as
textbooks. Remember to refer to your selected curriculum’s recommended
textbook list and school’s textbook suppliers lists. 

Finally, ensure that you set up a structure or routine that works for you and
your child before you start. It doesn’t have to conform to the standard school
day which you are used to, but it should offer a suitable framework within
which your child can flourish as they work through their curriculum. 

How to register for homeschooling in South Africa

In keeping with the South African School Act, the Department of Education
expects all homeschooled children to be registered with their Provincial
Education Department. Website links and relevant information can be found
on the department of education's site.

Homeschooling in SA

https://pestalozzi.org/en/join/
https://www.education.gov.za/Programmes/HomeEducation.aspx


CAPS - Also known as a National Curriculum and Assessment Policy
Statement. The CAPS curriculum follows a structured schedule aligned with
the South African school year.

International British Curriculum/Cambridge Curriculum - A globally
recognised system of learning and assessment that allows for a seamless
integration with national curricula worldwide. It offers more flexibility for
students to work at their own pace and students are able to write exams in
exam centres anywhere in the world.

IEB - Is also a South African-based curriculum and provides the same
structure as CAPS and the terms are aligned with the South African school
year.

Homeschooling curriculums in South Africa

The three most popular homeschooling curriculums parents can choose from
in South Africa are: 

11 Benefits of homeschooling  (May 16 2021, CambriLearn)

Convincing your children to wake up, get ready and leave the comfort of their
homes to go to school and face the classroom teaching environment, is a
dreaded task for most parents. They must struggle to coax and convince a
crying and nagging child to go to school every morning. The majority of
parents would happily choose to do away with this daily battle if they could.

Their child’s education is a first priority for most parents, but this begs the
question: is traditional schooling the only medium for imparting knowledge to a
child? Home is a child’s first school and parents are their first teachers. The
home is considered one of the best places for educating a child due to
familiarity and a controllable environment.

Many great thinkers of the world have spoken about their dislike of traditional
schooling in classrooms because it displaces the child from his or her natural
surroundings and confines the child in order to educate them. Free thinkers
thus vote instead for homeschooling under parental guidance where the child
learns everything without having to be forcefully sent to a classroom.
Homeschooling has become a modern alternative to traditional schools. While
this option involves making a tough decision, it is not an impossible one.

https://cambrilearn.com/caps
https://cambrilearn.com/british-curriculum


Benefits of choosing homeschooling

As Albert Einstein has said, "Education is not the learning of facts, but the
training of minds to think." This goal of education can be achieved even at
home and homeschooling is therefore legal in many countries. There may be
several reasons why parents may not feel comfortable sending their children to
school and they are completely right in choosing not to.

Homeschooling won't deprive your child of an education if compared to his or
her age group studying in schools. Online homeschooling is yet another
modern alternative where the class reaches the home of the child instead.
Even though homeschooling is considered these days as an alternative, it was
once the primary means of education in all households. World-famous
personalities like Abraham Lincoln, Virginia Woolf, Rabindranath Tagore and
Mozart were homeschooled. So never think your child will lose out on anything if
they are schooled at home.

Some of the benefits of homeschooling, as opposed to traditional schooling,
are: 

1. Face-to-face teaching
This is the biggest benefit of homeschooling: your child gets complete,
undivided attention throughout the phase of teaching. Face-to-face teaching
allows the child to receive individual attention which is not possible in
traditional classrooms, where the child often has to share the classroom with
many other students, all of whom have diverse needs.

2. Flexibility
Sending your child to school means rushing about every morning to get them
ready and to drop them off at school on time. Homeschooling gives you the
freedom to fix your own schedule and keep it flexible too. If you are busy in the
morning, you can arrange to teach your child in the evening. Your schedule is
entirely up to you to decide. If you choose online homeschooling, the benefits
are that your child’s homeschooling structure is supported by teachers who
can be accessed immediately.

3. Eliminates unnecessary competition among peers
Even though studying in a school develops peer groups and teaches a child to
socialise, at the same time, it can give birth to unnecessary negative
competition. The race for grades can develop negative attitude towards
knowledge and the immense pressure to perform can affect students’ mental
health and social values. Homeschooling eliminates this kind of intense
negative pressure and lets children focus upon their subjects rather than their
grades. In this way, they can develop an in-depth knowledge of their subjects
as well as an appreciation for them.



4. Control over the matter
Homeschooling gives you the freedom and opportunity to teach your child the
way you want to teach. There thus remains no scope for dissatisfaction about
the way in which your child is being taught by someone else. You can focus on
specific methods of teaching or the subjects your child is weak in. Online
homeschooling lessons allow you to pick and choose what you wish to teach
your child, thereby incorporating them into a larger teaching scheme. You can
also fix the duration of their study to give core attention to areas in which they
are weak. In short, the lessons you provide your child are tailor-made
according to your vision and your knowledge of their personality.

5. Saves time
Homeschooling saves the time you would normally have to spend every
morning in getting your child ready and dropping them off at school. You can
better invest that time in online homeschooling for your child, where they can
be helped by pre-planned, self-guided lessons that allow them to learn
independently. In the long run, it can be far more efficient to opt for this kind of
learning. 

6. Parent-child bonding
Most importantly, the parent-child bond can be strengthened through
homeschooling. Since the child’s primary teachers are their parents, they get to
spend quality family time with the people who care most about them. 
Even in online homeschooling, parents will spend time helping their children
with the online tutoring they receive, and this creates personal bonds that are
positively nurtured through education. Education that fosters a personal touch
and an emotional bond is the most humane and creates the best individuals. It
saves students from becoming too mechanical and competition-oriented,
unlike those who are put under immense pressure to perform and who thus
detach themselves from everything around them in order to secure a first
position.

7. Safe learning environment
It would be wrong to call the entire world unsafe but parents who are in any
doubt about the safety of their children in schools could consider the
alternative option of homeschooling. Students generally feel safe and
comfortable in their homes with online homeschooling lessons. It keeps them
away from issues like bullying and negative company which may adversely
affect or influence them. Even though these issues do not occur in every school,
online homeschooling still remains a better option to parents who worry about
the safety of their children.



8. Less pressure on parents
It may sound somewhat surprising, but homeschooling can actually lessen
some of the pressure on parents. On the one hand, it is true that
homeschooling requires parents to be at home with the child all the time and
focus on their education, which can be quite time consuming. But on the other
hand, it lessens the unnecessary pressure put on parents to assist with
deadline-driven projects, tests, homework and assignments. Daily homework
submissions and weekly project deadlines invariably create pressure on
parents who need to help their children with this work under a time constraint.
In the case of homeschooling, you can assist your children in creative project
work at your own convenience and make the learning process creative and
fun, instead of pressurized. Working parents always have the convenience of
opting for self-help online homeschooling lessons which further lessens the
pressure on them.

9. Focus on child’s talents
Traditional schools tend to make students only focus on their studies and
academic ranking. This subdues the talents a child may have within them and
there may be no opportunity for that talent to be discovered or developed.
Homeschooling gives students and parents the opportunity to focus on the
inherent talents of the child and nurture them as well. For instance, a child who
is musically-oriented can be given music classes through online
homeschooling alongside their academic lessons, and at an hour convenient
to them. This will widen the child’s education and make it a more progressive
experience.

10. Increases personal interaction of introvert children
Another great benefit of online homeschooling is that it offers the chance for
introverted children to interact directly with their teachers. Traditional schooling
methods often ignore the needs and questions of introverted children who may
be too shy to speak up in class for fear of being ridiculed by others. In online
homeschooling, the child is exposed to face-to-face teaching where they may
not feel as shy or intimidated to speak up. This can increase their confidence to
talk about their areas of doubt and thus gain a better understanding of the
subject being studied. 

11. Addresses the diverse needs of children
Another very important aspect of homeschooling is that it addresses the
specific needs of the child. A school consists of students from different
backgrounds and with different educational needs. Sometimes, children find it
difficult to keep up in schools because of their special needs – different
learning styles etc... Homeschooling lets parents take care of their children
according to what is best for them and select the methods of teaching most
beneficial for their child.



The Curriculum and Assessment Policy Statement (CAPS) is the
National Curriculum that is taught in most schools across South
Africa. CAPS is not a new curriculum; it is an amendment to the
National Curriculum Statement.

CambriLearn CAPS is an accredited online school that is fully
compliant with the South African national curriculum, providing a
personalised education that is completely supported by qualified
teachers.

 Whether you are a full-time homeschooler or you are looking to
support your studies while enrolled in a traditional school,
CambriLearn CAPS provides personalised support for each
student to successfully achieve their National School Certificate.
Our goal is to enable each of our students to achieve their
National Senior Certificate through a fresh and inventive online
education solution that still ensures a structured, even-paced
approach to learning.

Both traditional schooling and homeschooling have their advantages and
disadvantages, and either side may be argued with a biased tone. If
homeschooling is done correctly there are: academic, safety, flexibility and
exposure advantages over traditional schooling. With traditional schooling,
it’s having the advantage of continuous social development with peers. That
said, homeschooling families tend to enroll their children in sporting centers
which largely eliminates that advantage and allows children to consistently
mingle with new friends and not the same cohort.

When all of the above factors are taken into consideration, and as
homeschooling gains significant popularity, it would not be surprising if
homeschooling becomes the new schooling.

CAPS Curriculum
CambriLearn



Empowers parents to nurture their child’s unique talents.
Promotes success through critical thinking and problem-solving.
Solidifies an ethos of self-directed, independent knowledge-building.
Adaptable to individual home education requirements.
Learners can join throughout the year.

Learning to Read and Write
Foundation phase (Grade 1-3)
Intermediate phase (Grade 4-6)
Senior Phase (Grade 7-9)
FET Phase (Grade 10-12 and Amended Senior Certificate coming in 2023)

Your children must complete all assignments/tests/exams for a
comprehensive portfolio of work. If your child is learning with the help of a
tutor, the tutor must ensure that when your children return to a
mainstream school, they retain their portfolio to present.

For Grades 10–12, we comply completely with the recognised
requirements for formal assessments that form the basis for school-
based assessment marks required to pass.

You must register your children for a complete grade.

If you plan to homeschool your children, you should register with the
Provincial Education Department (PED) and follow the conditions the
Department of Basic Education sets.

Some of the core benefits of the CAPS Curriculum

CAPS Curriculum phases on offer

CambriLearn will take you through your whole schooling career, from
Learning to Read and Write, all the way to completing your Matric.

Important notes for parents and guardians



A highly regarded and accredited primary and secondary school
programme that allows seamless integration with national curricula
worldwide.
A passport to international tertiary education, accepted for
college/university admission in over 160 countries.
Designed to encompass global concepts, being fully international and
independent of traditional educational philosophy.
An opportunity to personalise the individual’s learning programme
according to their strengths, interests and cultural preferences.
Unrivalled in its flexibility with respect to the timing of the end-of-
programme assessments, with the individual student deciding when to sit
final exams.
A competency-based approach to education, without age restrictions
(although there are recommended ages at which different levels should
be undertaken).
Open to students to tailor their subject choices according to the various
nations’ requirements for a school-leaving certification.
Ideal preparation for both tertiary studies and for the world of work,
rigorously emphasising higher-order thinking skills that are transferable in
the future.

What is the International British curriculum?

The International British curriculum is based on the world’s most widely-
recognised British system of learning and assessment, boasting more than
160 years of expertise. It is a highly-regarded and accredited primary and
secondary school programme that allows a seamless integration with
national curricula worldwide.

This is largely owing to its design, which encompasses global concepts,
making it fully international and independent of traditional educational
philosophy.

Benefits of the International British curriculum

British Curriculum



Grade R : R4 125
Grade 1 – 3 : R4 725
Grade 4 – 6 : R7 125
Grade 7 – 9 : R9 225
Grade 10 : R12 000 – Additional SACAI examination fees are charged
separately – see below
Grade 11 : R12 975 – Additional SACAI examination fees are charged
separately – see below
Grade 12 : R14 025 – Additional SACAI examination fees are charged
separately – see below
Adult Matric – Amended Senior Certificate (ASC) : R8 475
Supplementary subjects Grade R – 9
R1 455 per subject (with or without tutor support)
Payment scheme
 6 monthly payments via credit or debit card.
Refunds
 Please note, full payment is non-refundable after 14 days.

Think Digital Academy is the first international virtual school providing a state
of the art e-learning environment. We provide the United States GED, British
International and South African CAPS curricula in an integrated, engaging
and effective way.

2022 Annual fees

South African Curriculum:
Without online tutor support

Think Digital Academy



Waar is jou kind in 2040?
Net soos jy is ons ook ouers - ouers met 'n bekommernis oor waar ons kinders
gaan wees. Die hartseer waarheid is dat die huidige skool-opset nie gerat is
om ons kinders voor te berei vir die toekoms nie. In 'n snelveranderende
wêreld raak tradisionele skole by die dag meer en meer agter ... en daarmee
saam hulle leerders.

Die huidige sisteem:

•Berei kinders voor vir 'n wêreld wat nie meer gaan bestaan nie.
•Onderdruk kritiese denke.
•Stimuleer nie kreatiewe probleemoplossing nie.

Die keuses wat jy vandag maak, kan egter verseker dat jou kind nie deel word
van die hierdie statistiek nie.

By MOS-Wêreldwyd kweek ons leerders wat...

1. Lief word vir leer

2. Die regtevrae kan vra

3. Krities dink

4. Probleme kreatief oplos

5. Goed saam met ander werk

6. Uitsonderlik kommunikeer

Fooie vir 2022
Wêreldklas-onderrig was nog nooit so bekostigbaar nie.
 
Graad 4-6
R20 400 per jaar
(R1 700 per maand)
e-boeke ingesluit

Graad 7-9
R21 000 per jaar
(R1 750 per maand)
 e-boeke ingesluit

MOS Wêreldwyd



If you are uncertain which homeschool curriculum best suits your needs our
professional team can accommodate you by working through the outcomes
of a CAPS aligned curriculum and meeting your child on the level he/she is
at. As we are still a small focused team, we are able to work on a one-to-one
basis with our learners. We are not time or assessment driven and therefore
exercise great patience with the students thereby allowing them to progress
at a comfortable pace. 

If you choose to follow our syllabus, we will provide you with a list of
workbooks/textbooks that must be purchased to use at the centre. We will
give termly reports and do one assessment per term and per subject to
monitor progress also taking into account informal tasks done throughout
the year. 

2022 Fees:
R2800 per month
(textbooks and workbooks to be purchased at PNA at own cost)

“Education is not the learning of facts, but the training of the mind to think.”
- Albert Einstein 

The Tutor Hub Caps Curriculum


